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Ubuntu (/o'bu:nts/ uu-BOON-tuu) is a Debian-based Linux operating system and
distribution for personal computers, smartphones and network servers. It uses
Unity as its default user interface. It is based on free software and named
after the Southern African philosophy of ubuntu (literally, “human-ness”), which
often is translated as “humanity towards others” or “the belief in a universal
bond of sharing that connects all humanity”.

Development of Ubuntu is led by UK-based Canonical Ltd., a company owned by
South African entrepreneur Mark Shuttleworth. Canonical generates revenue
through the sale of technical support and other services related to Ubuntu. The
Ubuntu project is publicly committed to the principles of open-source software
development; people are encouraged to use free software, study how it works,
improve upon it, and distribute it

In March 2016 Microsoft announced that they would support the Ubuntu userland on
top of the Windows 10 kernel by implementing the Linux system calls as a
subsystem. The focus lies on command-line tools like Bash and is therefore
primarily directed towards developers.
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